
ST THOMAS A BECKET 
Yesterday was the feast day of St Thomas a Becket- or at least it is an extra one. 
His real feast day is on December 29 (the day of his death) but I suspect that as 
it falls in Christmas week the church put it in July as an alternative.   I'm sure we 
all know the story of Becket- perhaps we've seen the film as well. I did "Murder 
in the Cathedral" by T S Eliot for A level, though looking back I'm afraid my 
English teachers were not the best. 
 So, why should we remember him? More of that later, but here is a reminder 
of his life. 
He was born in 1118 in London, but both his parents died when he was 21 after 
which he got a job with the Archbishop of Canterbury - it might be that Thomas' 
father was related in some way. He was obviously very talented, performing lots 
of duties and was sent to Rome several times on delicate missions. When he 
was 36 Henry II appointed him chancellor and 7 years later he was made 
Archbishop of Canterbury (you'll be pleased to know that he had been ordained 
when he worked for the Archbishop!) It was then that his life changed - in his 
own words "from a patron of play-actors and a follower of hounds to being a 
shepherd of souls". He adopted a rule of life - mass, almsgiving, interviewing 
prospective candidates for Holy Orders etc. 
But then he came into conflict with the king over various matters mainly to do 
with the supremacy of the state over the church, though there were other 
issues, some about money because Thomas refused apparently to hand back 
land he had been given when Chancellor - which led to charges of hypocrisy. 
Thomas went into exile for 6 years before king and archbishop patched things 
up a bit. Thomas came back to England and excommunicated the Archbishop of 
York, the bishops of London, Salisbury and other bishops. Matters came to a 
head when 3 bishops complained to Henry and, in a rage, he is reported to have 
said: "Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?" Four knights travelled to 
Canterbury where they murdered Thomas in the cathedral (there are many 
gruesome bits which children love but we'll miss out) The uproar was such that 
Henry II travelled from London to Canterbury on his knees as a sign of penance. 
Thomas' tomb is in Canterbury Cathedral but Henry VIII ordered the bones to be 
destroyed in the Reformation. 
This has been a very truncated synopsis. So why should we remember Thomas a 
Becket?                                                                           



 Firstly, because obviously he had an epiphany when he became Archbishop. 
We don't know how this came about though. Perhaps many of us have had a 
epiphany of one sort or another -whether it's God speaking to us through other 
people or friends, or in a dream, or on top of a hill where we look at the wonder 
of creation. Perhaps we can think of a time (or times) in our lives when we have 
had some sort of epiphany or religious experience where we felt God was 
talking to us.  
Secondly, because it reminds us of the role of the church. Some politicians 
would like the church to stay churchy and away from comments on public and 
social issues. But the church has a duty to speak out against injustice. I 
remember vividly a powerful sermon where the priest railed against a 
government which, in one of the richest countries of the world, allowed food 
banks to exist. Thomas defended the church and his last words were "Willingly I 
die for the name of Jesus and in defence of the church".      
And thirdly, it reminds us of the beautiful cathedral at Canterbury. If you 
haven't been, try to go to see Thomas' tomb. Mind you, one of the times we 
went I got food poisoning from the hotel! 
 
Finally, a collect and the prayer of St Thomas: 
 
Preserve your church O Lord from the hands of evil men, and as Your holy 
martyr Thomas of Canterbury died in her defence give her always the 
protection of faithful leaders who shall guard her freedom and guide your 
people in the way of holiness. 
 
The prayer of St Thomas:-  
Please Lord teach me how to serve you with all my heart. To know at last what 
it really is to love, to adore so that I may worthily administer your kingdom here 
on earth and find my true honour in observing your divine will.  Please Lord, 
make me worthy 
Amen to that and take 
care                                                                                                                                        
Jeff 
 
 



 


