
"BEHOLD, I AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW" 
Today is July 1st - a new month, a new day. "It's a new dawn, it's a new day, it's 
a new life for me"(Nina Simone - I don't know any more words!).      
The verse at the top is from Revelation (21:5),the final book of the Bible which is 
often bizarre but also full of wonderful imagery and poetry. Chapter 21 portrays 
the New Jerusalem, where God "will wipe every tear from their eyes" - a lovely 
image. 
This idea of THE NEW is our thought for the day. We are entering a new phase 
of lockdown. It will be new to see pubs, restaurants, even cinemas opening 
again-a new beginning. Even the Rio Cinema in Burnham has a new coat of 
paint. Ashleigh has made it look like new! Children of some friends have had 
babies in the last couple of weeks - a new life full of hope and promise, with 
worry and sleepless nights for the new parents.     There was a report of a 
survey in Saturday's newspaper which said that half of working age adults had 
had some positive life-style changes because of lockdown. One in four said they 
had learned something new - but it didn't specify what. 
Perhaps we can all think of something new we have done in the past months or 
something we have learned. Half of those surveyed said they enjoyed the 
slower pace of life and spending less time travelling. Will these continue for us 
when we return to "normality" or will we just carry on as in March? It will 
certainly be a new experience to go to church and not sing. It has been a new 
experience at St. Mary's where there has been a ZOOM communion service 
every Sunday.   
The idea of newness reminds me of the hymn by John Keeble 
 
New every morning is the love 
Our waking and uprising prove 
Through sleep and darkness safely brought 
Restored to life and power and thought 
https://youtu.be/vh8wG0jgxnI 
John Keble was a leading figure in the Oxford Movement and was Professor of 
Poetry at Oxford University till he became a vicar in Hampshire. He also wrote 
"Blessed are the pure in heart" but it's a good job(depending on your point of 
view) that we don't sing the original poems which are 16/17 verses long. 



But his opening line reminds us that we need to treat each new day as a new 
experience rooted in the love of Christ. Many people live either in the past or 
the future. Some are always talking about years gone by; some talk about their 
plans for the future-what they're doing next week, year etc. I know you have to 
have a bit of both, but we are in danger of losing what de Caussade called "The 
Sacrament of the Present Moment" - to live entirely in the present moment and 
experience every moment as God-given and holy. This is incredibly difficult to 
do - the Buddha said if you could do this you would be a saint! 
I leave you with 2 more hymns which say this much better than me. The first is 
from Awesome Cutlery.   
 
It’s a new day to sing your praise 
It’s a new day to walk your ways 
It’s a new day to make your known 
It’s a new day to see your kingdom come 
 
The second is from John Bell of the Ionian Community 
 
Behold, behold I make all thigs new 
Beginning with you 
And starting from today. 
Behold, behold, I make all things new, 
My promise is true, 
For I am Christ the Way 
 
https://youtu.be/eeaMglFSEZ8 
 
 
My prayer is that we all experience the newness of a new day and savour every 
minute therein. 
Take care 
Jeff       
 
 
 
 



 


