
Today's Thought for the Day is a bit different from the ones I usually do - so be warned 
and here goes. 

I, along with many others, was saddened to hear about the death of Willie Thorne, the 
snooker player. An immensely talented player, he seemed to be a permanent fixture on 
the TV screen and came across as a really nice person. What, sadly, also came out after 
his death, was an almost lifelong addiction to gambling. I read that he had gambled over 
£1 million pounds over the years. In recent times he was declared bankrupt, his house 
was repossessed, and he split from his wife after 24 years of marriage. In 2015 he was 
near to suicide and had written notes to his family until his wife stopped him. A sad end 
for a wonderful talent. 

But sadly, it is a tale we hear very often among sportsmen (and presumably women 
also) who are paid so much and fall into the habit of gambling and it becomes an 
addiction. 

And this is nothing new. My father was a professional footballer before the war, earning 
the maximum wage of £8 a week -and he thought he was well off! But he used to say, 
that travelling back from away matches, there was usually a card school at the back of 
the coach and several players had lost all their week's wages before they got home. 

When I was young (whenever that was), a slot machine was installed at our tennis club 
which took the old 6d's. I remember 2 ladies who played on it all the time in the hope of 
winning the jackpot. They used to go into the centre of Nottingham to an arcade to play 
on the one arm bandit (remember those?) and had to wear gloves to stop their hands 
blistering when they pulled the handle. Even at a tender age, I could see how many 
became obsessed - and addicted. 

Mind you, we all I am sure have our own addictions, big or small. Mine is books - I have 
far too many. But the example of Willie Thorne reminds us of the devastating effect that 
addiction, gambling, drugs, alcohol etc, can have on people's and family's lives. 
Unfortunately, Britain is the largest gambling nation in Europe and reports show that 
those with an income of less than £10,000 spend more on lottery tickets than any other 
group, and if you go into One Stop you can see people buying £20+ on scatchcards and 
lottery tickets. As Alexander Pope said: "Hope springs eternal in the human heart" and 
someone's got to win haven't they? I'm sure one of the reasons we've got horse racing 
and football back is so that gambling firms can make more money and great concerns 
have been raised about the rise of on-line betting during the lockdown. 

The Bible, of course, has nothing to say about gambling-but then it has nothing to say 
about the atomic bomb, IVF etc. But it has quite a lot to say about money. Obviously,the 
famous one is "The love of money is the root of all evil"(1 Tim 6:9-10) but there are 
others. Ecclesiastes 5:10 says "Whoever loves money, never has enough" and Hebrews  
(13:5) says "Keep your lives free from love of money". 

The Church of England did a report on gambling over a decade ago. And its conclusion? 
"Gambling should be avoided". Make of that what you will! 

I hope this has not been too much of a diatribe but if you know families where there is 
an addiction problem you know how serious it can be. We pray for the work of Alcoholics 
Anonymous as well as other organisations that deal with the consequences of addiction. 
They do an amazing job- "One day at a time" 

 



Prayer 

O Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you.  Look with compassion upon all 
those who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the 
assurance of your unfailing mercy.  Remove from them the fears that beset them, 
strengthen them in the work of their recovery and to those who care for them, give 
patient understanding and persevering love. Amen                                          
                                                                                                                                
(Book of Common Prayer 1979 Protestant Episcopal Church U.S.A.) 
God bless,  
Jeff 
 
 


