
A letter to Dads everywhere 
 

Dear Dad 
Of course, we’d never say this to your face because you’d be embarrassed at 
the show of emotion, but we really do love you.  
We know that under all that serious stuff, about telling us how to behave and 
reminding us to be polite and telling us off about the state of our clothes, shoes, 
manners – that really deep down you are worried for us.  
You want us to have a good life, get on with people, not get lured into daft or 
dangerous things. You see all the problems of the world that we’ve got to face, 
getting a good education which leads to a good job; knowing how to give a 
partner a real sense of self-worth  which leads to a good marriage; knowing 
how to work hard but to play as well which leads to a good, well-balanced 
happy life. All those mountains we have to climb without so much as a road 
map. 
We know you’ve been there before us and that you’d love to smooth the path if 
you could. 
But what we love about you most is that you let us make our own mistakes. 
You don’t say, ‘I told you so’ but you pick us up, put us on our feet and help us 
start over again.   
You watch over us, pray for us, support us and would probably die for us 
And we know all that and still give you grief, tease you about your dancing, your 
fashion sense and how you can quote Arkwright and Norman Clegg all night. We 
do it because we know that deep down you just love it and we love that too. 
In fact, it’s easy to call God Father with a Dad like you – because I understand 
just what he’s trying to do – keep his kids from getting hurt, every way he can. 
So, thanks Dad – I know, none of the soppy stuff – but I love you just the same. 
 
 
Prayer 
Father God, you know all the pain and joy of fatherhood, so please care for our 
Fathers everywhere. Give them patience and strength to persevere.  Calm their 
fears, sustain them in the night watches, and support them through the turmoil 
of change. They have given so much to us, help us to acknowledge all that they 
mean to us and how much we love them for themselves and for pointing the 
way to you. 
Amen  


