
A Service of Evening Prayer Sunday 24th May 2020 

 
God bless this home and all who dwell in it 

 

Hymn 
 

Christ Triumphant 
 

https://youtu.be/0r3EogSdfPU 
 

Introduction 
 

Beloved of God 
 

This evening we should be making our way up to All Saints to enjoy the first of 
our summer series of Evensong. The choir would be practising the anthem as the 
congregation begin to arrive, and the wine and glasses would be safely stowed in 
the hall for later use. We would be looking forward to the golden glow of the sun 
through the West Window lighting the cross with its vibrant rays and settling 
down to praise God through the wonderful words of Evensong. We would relish 
the beauty of our church and the wonder of God’s presence there with us. 
Surrounded by old friends and new we would have felt at once, at home, relaxed 
and secure, ready to listen to our guest speaker with an open heart and mind, 
prepared to support their charity.  
Then the service would open with that first word ‘Beloved’ -- what better way to 
start our worship than to know and accept that we are indeed the beloved of 
God. That there is nothing that he would not do to bring us into the warmth of 
his love and hold us there for eternity. 
 
So, Beloved, we are gathered here in the strength of the Spirit to offer to God 
ourselves, our love, our trust and our joy, through our worship and praise and 
thanksgiving.  He asks so little and gives so much, as Helen Steiner Rice says in 
our confession. 
 



 
 

What must I do  
to ensure peace of mind? 
Is the answer I’m seeking 

too hard to find? 
 

How can I know 
what God wants me to be? 

How can I tell 
what’s expected of me? 

 
Where can I go 

for guidance and aid 
to help me correct 

the errors I’ve made? 
 

The answer is found  
in doing three things 

and great is the gladness 
that doing them brings 

 
“Do Justice” – “Love Kindness” 

“Walk humbly with God” 
For with these three things  
As your rule and your rod 

 
All things worth having  

Are yours to achieve 
If you follow God’s words  
And have faith to believe 

 
 
 

 



Absolution 
 

May our God of love and power 
Forgive us and free us from our sins 
Heal and strengthen us by his Spirit 

And raise us to new life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
 
 
 
 

Knowing that our voices have been heard 
And confident of God’s loving forgiveness we are bold to say 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 
 

Father I adore you 
 

https://youtu.be/9bdid2HFk0c 
 



 
 

Psalm 47 
 

https://youtu.be/AfIosZ4j9eQ 
 

1O CLAP your hands together, all ye people:  
O sing unto God with the voice of melody. 
2For the Lord is high, and to be feared:  
he is the great King upon all the earth. 
3He shall subdue the people under us:  
and the nations under our feet. 
4He shall choose out an heritage for us:  
even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved. 
5God is gone up with a merry noise:  
and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 
6O sing praises, sing praises unto our God: 
 O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 
7For God is the King of all the earth:  
sing ye praises with understanding. 
8God reigneth over the heathen:  
God sitteth upon his holy seat. 
9The princes of the people are joined unto the people of the God of Abraham:  
for God, which is very high exalted, doth defend the earth, as it were with a 
shield. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



The First Lesson 
 

2 Samuel 23; 1-5 
 

Now these are the last words of David: 
1The oracle of David, son of Jesse, 

    the oracle of the man whom God exalted, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, 

    the favourite of the Strong One of Israel: 
2 The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, 

    his word is upon my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel has spoken, 

    the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
One who rules over people justly, 

    ruling in the fear of God, 
4 is like the light of morning, 

    like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 
    gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 

5 Is not my house like this with God? 
    For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 

    ordered in all things and secure. 
Will he not cause to prosper 
    all my help and my desire? 

 
 

For the Magnificat 
 

Tell out my soul  
 

https://youtu.be/s6ji4y9Q-K0 
 
 
 

 



The Second Lesson 
 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, 
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to 
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

 
 
 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
 

Sung by Aled Jones with Ben Crawley 
 

https://youtu.be/5PzTrC9fREY 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An Eastertide Creed 
Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave 

he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death 

Even death on the cross.  
Therefore, God has raised him on high, 

And given him the name above every name; 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 
And every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord 

To the glory of God, the Father. Amen. [cf Philippians 2; 6-11 
 

 
 

Collect of the day 
Risen ascended Lord 

As we rejoice in your triumph 
Fill your church on earth 

With power and compassion 
That all who are estranged by sin 

May find forgiveness and know your peace 
To the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
Oh God, from whom all holy desires all good counsels,  

and all just works do proceed  
give unto thy servants  

that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments 

and also that, by thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen 



 
 

Collect for aid against all perils  
Lighten our darkness 

We beseech thee, O Lord, and by thy great mercy  
Defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 

For the love of thy only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen  

 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 
 

Alleluia, Sing to Jesus  
 

https://youtu.be/3Mq9LinE8DI 
 

 
 

Reflection  
 

The words of the first lesson, taken from the book of Samuel, remind us of the 
wonderful relationship between David and God. David, a man of absolute faith, 
yet of very human desires with an element of the cheerful opportunist, was 
beloved of God. This extraordinary poet, musician, skilled soldier and robust 
leader sounds like a superhuman hero. But he wasn’t – he was as flawed as the 
rest of us - yet he was beloved of God. It was not the first time that God had 
decided to work with and through a man who bent the rules and tried to get his 
own way. David’s ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were not gracious holy 
men – they were honest to God shepherds, moving their flocks around from place 
and making the best of any situation. And they were far from perfect in their 
dealings with family, friends and acquaintances.  



There is a great satisfaction in reading these stories and realising that God sees 
through to the heart of people, deep into their souls and knows them, knows 
exactly what they are capable of, good and bad, and yet they are still his beloved.  
 
One thing shines through the story of David – and that is that his faith wasn’t a 
prop to lean against – rather it pushed him into action. He felt under an obligation 
to his God, who had led him by still waters and green meadows, had restored his 
soul, and promised him a place in his house, an obligation to achieve the task God 
had given him.  
St Paul, in the passage from Ephesians, describes a faith open to the Spirit of 
wisdom. This is the faith that moves mountains. In St Paul’s case it was a faith 
that led him to travel hundreds of miles simply telling people about the love of 
God through Jesus Christ; a faith which gave him the words and the energy to 
speak of Jesus in a way that inspired his listeners to follow Christ themselves and 
has led to the world wide spread of Christianity.  
 
But all this can seem just too big a leap, so often our faith is one of holding on for 
dear life, rather than stepping out onto the helter-skelter of change and hurtling 
into a new life. But when people do just that the world changes in many different 
ways. We have met many different people through the years who have, through 
their devotion to the work of a charity, made big differences through their actions 
and for many of them the impetus for their action has been their faith. David 
Stanley, the Music Man is one of them.  
 
Gwynneth Hart takes up the story 
 
Peace and hope  
 
It is nearly 2 years since David Stanley came to one of our summer series choral 
evensongs and taught us to sign the chorus to Peace and Hope. 
Colin and I first met David about 4 years ago when Abi our granddaughter had 
been invited along with about 6 other students from her school Glenwood to 
take part in a Saturday morning music school. Whilst there that morning they 
recorded “Music is Magic”, which has not only been performed at The London 



Palladium but also became a number 1 best seller on Amazon’s Broadway song 
chart. 
David runs the “Music Man Project” which allows people with learning 
disabilities to access music in the same way as anyone else would. The songs he 
has written have been used by students of all ages and abilities from 3-year olds 
in Early Years at special schools to 75-year olds learning in the community. His 
project provides education, enjoyment and access to inspirational performance 
opportunities and he campaigns for the equal rights of people with a learning 
disability to perform at the most prestigious and aspirational venues. 
On October 15th 2017, Abi had the privilege of performing at the London 
Palladium along with others from her school. They were part of David’s concert 
for children with disabilities. It was a truly memorable and inspiring evening. 
  
David has recently written a song called “United We Stand”. Here is a recording 
by his wife Sarah, with pictures of their students:  
https://youtu.be/78z8r1e-mU8 
 
He has given permission for us to use his words and music. And here is the 
performance of Peace and Hope at the Royal Albert Hall last year with the 
words for you to follow. (below) 
 
https://youtu.be/hw5YQo9NRAg 
  
 
If you want to know more about the Music Man Project, you can find them at 
themusicmanproject.com  
  
 



 
Just by looking at the people’s faces at the Albert Hall you can see just how much 
difference David has made to so many lives and not just here but also in India. He 
has given people a dignity and hope that is often stolen by the tendency to put 
them into their ability pigeonholes and leave them there. He has broken down 
barriers and brought joy into lives by living his faith in action.  
 

 
 

Peace and Hope 
Fire and Love 
Belief and Trust 
Faith and Peace 
  
Peace be with you as you go, 
Like an everlasting friend. 
Calming, helping you to cope, 
Find some peace and you’ll find hope. 
  
Hope be with you as you go, 
Like an everlasting friend. 
Lifting spirits even higher, 
Find some hope and you’ll find fire! 
  
Fire be with you as you go, 
Like an everlasting friend. 
Searching, reaching up above, 
Find your fire and you’ll find love. 
  
Peace and Hope 
Fire and Love 
Belief and Trust 
Faith and Peace 
 
 

Love be with you as you go, 
Like an everlasting friend. 
Time to love is all too brief 
Give some love, receive belief!  
  
Belief be with you as you go, 
Like an everlasting friend. 
One more friend is still a must, 
Belief is nothing without trust! 
  
Trust be with you as you go, 
Like an everlasting friend. 
Strong, reliable and safe 
Now you’re ready to find faith! 
  
Peace and Hope 
Fire and Love 
Belief and Trust 
Faith and Peace 
  
 
 



Hymn 
 

Beauty for brokenness 
 

https://youtu.be/sI7IYM1IZJs 
 

 

Prayers 
 

Please take time to add your thoughts and prayers as you read those below 
 
We thank you, O Lord and Master, for teaching us how to pray simply and 
sincerely to you, and for hearing us when we call. We thank you for saving us 
from our sins and our sorrows and for directing all our ways this day. Lead us ever 
onward to yourself; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 
Father John of the Russian Church  
 
Glory to you, O my God, for all the blessings of the day, for your presence ever 
with me, for the love of family and friends, for every kindness shown to me by 
others and for the knowledge that I am held safe in your hands, whatever 
happens. I lift my heart in love and gratitude, dear Father, that you have made 
me your child, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
George Appleton 
 
We hold in our hearts and minds all those who are suffering this night, 
remembering especially Alex, Anne & Geoff, Catherine, Derek & Val, Eileen, 
Frances, Harriet, Jacky, Matthew and Lucy, Michelle, Peter,  
Val Adams, Jake Agnew, Elizabeth Bailey & family; Ken Baker, Peter Black, 
Robert Bloomfield, Nonnie Bridge, Doreen Clarke, David Kloose [Close], Guy 
Coxeter, Jimmy Cromar, Beryl Dabson, Peter Dickinson, Barry Dowsett, Jean 
Foster, Tom & Kylie Freeman & Family, Doreen Gilbert, Gillian Grafham, Eddie 
Gordon, Richard Green, Kaye Head, Kath House, Stephen Johnson, Hayden 
Keeling, Colin Lister, Rene M, Claire and Andrew MacLeod, Rhys Maples, David 
McNeill, Carole Noble, Harriet Pearson, Cecilia Phelps, Dave Phillips, Robert 



Price, Doug Watson, Ruth Wells, and the family and friends of the late Joe 
Dalzell, John Bugg, Dick Littaur and Stanley Grindley.  
 
Watch, dear Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ, rest your 
weary ones. Bless your dying ones. Soothe your suffering ones. Pity your afflicted 
ones. Shield your joyous ones. And all for your love’s sake. Amen 
Saint Augustine 345-430 
 
Into your hands we commend ourselves this night. If you speak peace to us 
through Jesus Christ, then we shall lay down in peace, and when we wake may 
your Spirit bring our minds to wait on heavenly things. Pardon the imperfections 
of our prayers. Supply what we have omitted to ask for and grant that in the 
abundance of your provision we may be truly grateful. Amen 
 
Heavenly Father, thou hast given us grace at his time with one accord to make 
our common supplications unto thee and dost promise that when two or three 
are gathered together thou wilt grant their requests; fulfil now O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them, 
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen  

Closing prayer 
 

Father in heaven 
The day is over and the shadows of night 

Fall softly around us 
We thank you for the many blessings of this day 

For the people we have met 
And the good friends who have helped us on our way 

For the special moments of joy 
Which have made our hearts glad 

And for giving us the opportunity to show your love to others  
Father we long to serve you aright 

We are truly sorry for those moments where we failed you  
Forgive us that we may lie down in peace. 



Blessing 
 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself; 
May the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen us in his service; 

May the joy of the Lord Jesus fill our souls; 
And may the blessing of God 

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Be with us and with all those we love and pray for  

this night and always. 
Amen 


