
A Service of the Word for Ascension Day 
 

 Preparation 

 
 Jesus said “walk as My own in the world and remember how I have loved you.  It is better 

that I leave you now – for time is short, and you have much to do as you prepare for My 
returning. 

 My father is rich in houses and land. I am going to prepare such a wonderful place for you, so 
where I am you can be with Me.  When all is ready, I will return and take you to Myself.” 

 The Spirit of promise gave this vision, the Spirit He said would lead us deeper into truth.  It is a 
vision of what we, as His own, can become. 

   
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you 

All  and also with you. 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
All  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Hymn – In Christ Alone  https://youtu.be/16KYvfIc2bE 

Prayers of Penitence 
Seeing we have a great high priest 
who has passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, 
and make our confession to our heavenly Father. 

Hebrews 4.14; 10.22 

All  Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore to us the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

 



Collect 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we in heart and mind may also ascend 
and with him continually dwell; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
All  Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

  

 

 

 



The Liturgy of the Word 

Reading 
Acts 1.1-11 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the 
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy 
Spirit.”  

So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

Psalm 
Psalm 47 

1  Clap your hands together, all you peoples;  
O sing to God with shouts of joy. 

5  God has gone up with a merry noise,  
the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. 

6  O sing praises to God, sing praises;  
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7  For God is the King of all the earth;  
sing praises with all your skill.  

10  For the powers of the earth belong to God   
and he is very highly exalted. 

As Christ was raised by your glory, O Father, 
so may we be raised to new life 
and rejoice to be called your children, 
both now and for ever. 

 

 

Hymn – There is a Hope https://youtu.be/o_yv5yGZnBc 

 

 

 



Reading 
Luke 24.44-53 
44Jesus said to the disciples, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you – 
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’ 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my 
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.  

 

The Creed 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Please spend a moment of quiet reflection on those who you wish 
particularly to bring before the Lord. 
The prayers include these concerns: 

 The Church of Christ; Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority; 

  The local community;  Those who suffer;  

And at the end 

Merciful Father, 
All  accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

Hymn – Guide me O thou Great Jehovah  
https://youtu.be/K5uwi04ttjA 

 

 

Blessings 
Christ our ascended King pour upon you the abundance of his gifts 
and bring you to reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
 

Go with confidence into the days ahead, 

Trusting in Gods unfailing love and faithfulness. 

God will not abandon you, for you are the  

work of His hands – His own creation – and 

His love endures forever. 

So go in joy and the peace of Christ and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 


