
Ascension Day. 

As Jeff mentioned in his contribution yesterday, today is the Christian celebration of 
“Ascension Day”, marking that event, prior to Pentecost when Jesus went outside the city a 
little way with the disciples and was taken up into heaven.  

As we learn from Acts 1, during the 40 days after his death and resurrection, the risen Jesus 
appeared to the disciples and taught them about the Kingdom of God.  It was at this time we 
now mark as Ascension Day, he told them “Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for the fulfilment 
of our Father’s promise of which I have already informed you.  John baptised with water, but 
within a few days you will be baptised with the divine spirit”. 

They then asked him “Lord, is this the time when you will restore sovereignty to Israel?”  

Jesus replied, “It is not for you to know the time or the season for the restoration of Israel’s 
sovereignty which is in His power to ordain.   Nonetheless, when the divine spirit inspires 
you, you will be given the power to be My witness in Jerusalem and in all of Judea and 
Samaria and in every corner of the earth.  It was then he was taken into cloud and away from 
their sight. 

The disciples then beheld two men in glowing white raiment who asked why they were 
standing looking up at the heavens?  They told them that just as Jesus had left in this way he 
would return to them. 

What can we learn from the above passage in Acts? 

Firstly that despite having been in Jesus’s company for the previous 3 years and hearing him 
speak to all manner of crowds, explain the Old Testament, perform miracles and repeatedly 
said that his kingdom was not here on earth, that all things including his power came from 
his Father, God, they still held on to a view/hope that as he was the messiah he would lead 
the chosen people to freedom from their Roman and other oppressors by force of arms.  
Even though they had witnessed his death and resurrection, it seems that they still couldn’t 
grasp that the way to freedom for his people and those who accepted the Good News and 
the New Covenant, was not through force of arms but through following his example, faith in 
God, and living as he had taught them to live. Despite what could be interpreted from the 
Old Testament Prophets. 

So they ask about the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel.  He says “that’s not for you to 
know when.  God will do that in his own time”.   Then, to get them back on track he tells 
them that “when the divine spirit inspires you, you will be given the power to “ BE MY 
WITNESS” in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and in al the earth.”   Thus his last words to 
them were that forget all the political nonsense they had been thinking, their job, their only 



job, was to be Jesus’s witness in the immediate area and in the surrounding area, and in all 
the earth. 

Given these are men who probably hadn’t travelled more than a few hundred kilometers 
maximum from their birthplace, the thought of travelling so far and wide was a really new 
and alien thought.  Also, while getting “the divine spirit” sounded both probably a wonderful 
thing, but at the same time, quite scary and daunting as they had no concept as to what it 
entailed, they had no way of knowing how it was actually going to assist this huge task that 
Jesus had left them with.  Not only that, but most of them had no education, couldn’t debate 
the Torah with the scribes and Pharisees, couldn’t write, knew only their own tongue, 
Aramaic, so how were they supposed to carry out this task???   It would need a miracle!! 
And even knowing and witnessing Jesus and his works they still weren’t clear how it would 
come about.  The phrase “Oh ye of little faith” comes back to mind, but in their shoes would 
we have been any different?    

Nonetheless, they went back to Jerusalem.  We’re told they went via the Mount of Olives as 
this meant they were within the distance allowed to walk on the Sabbath – according to the 
Talmud this is taken from Exodus and is 2000 cubits from the place you were when the 
Sabbath started, so around 1 Km from the city walls of Jerusalem in this case.  Back in 
Jerusalem they met with all the disciples, with Mary, Jesus’s brothers, and prayed with them.  
They also went into the Temple and continuously prayed.  Ensuring everyone who knew and 
saw them was aware that they were devout people and not rabble rousers etc. 

This was an important time for them all, while they were all still grieving for Jesus even 
though they had seen him risen and spoken to him, they were still adrift from all they had 
known before Jesus and during the time of his ministry. The had new instructions but no idea 
how to fulfil them despite the promise of the Divine Spirit.  In reality this was their first test 
of faith, first of many to come.  But they didn’t disperse, nor did they go around telling 
everyone what they had seen – and were thus obeying Jesus’s commands to them before he 
Ascended. 

Do we know that we would have acted any differently?  Today people still “turn to God” or   
“Find God” at times of grief or distress, just as they are doing.  It’s not wrong to do so. God 
tells us to bring all our needs and hurts to him and he will give us the solution we need – 
maybe not the one we are asking for in our minds though. 

The disciples have no concept of what is going to happen to them when they are “inspired by 
the Divine Spirit” anymore that we would if we were told that was coming our way.  They 
dutifully awaited whatever that promise by Jesus would bring – he’d not steered them 
wrong in all the time they knew him and saw no reason to think otherwise.  Knowing what 
we do, why should we have any doubt either?    



Maybe we have already been “Inspired” by the Divine Spirit? And just haven’t thought about 
it.  Maybe it’s coming our way – in which case, knowing what happened to the disciples on 
Pentecost (or Shavuot as it is known in Judaism) are we going to embrace the experience, 
this gift from God, or ignore it? Or run away from it as being too onerous a responsibility?    I 
hope we all live by the new covenant and embrace the change it would bring and be 
enriched by it as well as enriching the lives of those around us however we are “inspired”. 

Divine Spirit Inspiration may not just happen in three days’ time – it doesn’t have to be a 
“one time” thing either -  it may not happen with rushing winds and tongues of fire above 
our heads– be fantastic if it does – but if we are willing to follow Jesus, be inspired by the 
Divine Spirit, and adhere to the New Covenant then, just maybe, when it’s our time, we too 
can ascend to be with  Jesus and all of the faithful in heaven. What a great aspiration. We 
only need to make it happen. 

 

 

A Prayer  

 

May the Father of Life pour out his grace on you; 

May you feel His hand in everything you do 

And be strengthened by the things He brings you through; 

This is my prayer for you. 

 

May the Son of God be Lord in all your ways; 

May He shepherd you the length of all your days, 

And in your heart may He receive the praise: 

This is my prayer for you. 

 

And despite how simple it may sound, 

I pray His grace will abound 

And motivate everything you do; 

And may the fullness of His love be shared through you. 



 

May His Spirit comfort you, and make you strong, 

May He discipline you gently when you’re wrong, 

And in your heart may He give you a song: 

This is my prayer for you. 

 

May Jesus be Lord in all your ways, 

May He shepherd you the length of all your days, 

And in your heart may He receive the praise: 

This is my prayer for you, 

My prayer for you. 

 

Finally, here are two songs that in these uncertain times but with the Hope for us all implicit 
in Ascension Day and all it means, I think may help you on this Ascension Day. One you have 
seen from me before which tells us why we should have maintain our faith and hope, and 
the other is what Faith and hope in our Risen, ascended, Christ can be for us. 

 

https://youtu.be/UWXNm9b6pKs  

https://youtu.be/4pdTGdnDLMs  

 

 

 

 

 


