
Hope and Joy  
 
Did you know that we are giving Hope and Joy to the world – they are the names 
of two guide dog puppies that All Saints have sponsored with help from the 
children who come to play and praise.   
We first began to sponsor a guide dog puppy after Mike and Sue Lovell, who have 
walked several Guide Dog Puppies, brought their ‘trainee’ guide dog puppy to 

church to experience all the fun and noise of a typical 
Play & Praise.  
The children then made their ‘puppy banks’ special by 
colouring them – like the one on the left and over the 
years they have been bringing their pennies and 
tuppences to Play & Praise to contribute to the £5.00 
The PCC donates each month.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
Joyce was our first puppy and we received regular pup-
dates telling us what she was doing and when she went to 
‘big school’ to learn to be a guide dog. She grew up to be a 
very useful little Guide Dog. 
 
 
 
 

Then we began to sponsor Joy, again the pup-dates let us 
know how well Joy was doing with her puppy walker and 
when she went to have her full training. Then the wonderful 
news arrived, Joy had passed all her tests and had a new 
home as a Guide Dog with Sheila. Sheila, a former nurse, lost 
her sight due to macular degeneration. For many years while 
her sight was deteriorating, she tried managing with a white 
cane but her lost her confidence after several accidents. That 
was when she applied for a Guide Dog. She now has complete 
trust that Joy will look after her. 

 



Once Joy had finished all her training and had become 
Sheila’s ‘eyes’ we began to sponsor a new Guide Dog 
puppy called Hope. Her puppy walker is Helen and Hope is 
her fourth puppy. Helen knows, from talking to blind 
people just how much Guide Dogs change lives 
You can see  Hope  as a puppy on YouTube  
https://youtu.be/6adYnp0kDSQ 
 
But now she is growing up 
fast and learning all about 

the world around her, visiting supermarkets, 
garden centres, dentists and doctors and the vets 
and she’s even been to a local farm to meet the 
animals there.  A big part of Hope’s training is 
learning to socialise in this way so that she builds 
confidence in new environments. She has even 
been a guest at a forest wedding [Helen’s Son] 
which gave her the opportunity to experience 
large crowds.  Soon Hope will be going on to her further training and in the fulness 
of time we look forward to hearing about her new life working with her new blind 
companion. 
 
 
If you would like to see just how difficult it is to take photos of puppies do click 
on the YouTube video – its delightful and very funny. 
https://youtu.be/ovDejQ0LoTA 
 
 
Prayer 
Father God, as we wonder and worry in the midst of lockdown help us to think 
of those who have very different needs and are dependent upon our help to 
provide solutions to their problems. We are so blessed help us to be a blessing 
to others.  Amen 
 


