
Sunday 10 May 2020  
 

Peace be unto your home and all who dwell in it 
 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen indeed Alleluia. 

 
 

“That’s a pie crust promise, easily made, easily broken.” 
That’s a phrase I remember being said very clearly by Mary Poppins (Julie 
Andrews) and its one that’s been levelled at and by politicians and many other 
people over the years. Today’s readings are about God’s promises and they are 
definitely not pie crust!  The promise made by Jesus in the Gospel reading has 
been giving solace and comfort to people ever since it was spoken. But it is based 
on promises made through centuries, all catalogued in the Old Testament. It’s 
tempting to think that in a way those Old Testament promises are no longer 
important or perhaps not even valid. Even that the New Testament has swept 
away the old. But it was through the long and often difficult history of the Chosen 
People that God showed his promises are firm and can be believed.   
Today we hear in our reading from Acts the story of the martyrdom of St Stephen. 
What isn’t included is the very long speech in which Stephen reminds his accusers 
of all the promises of God listed in the Scriptures. He reminds them that while 
God has never failed, people have consistently ignored and even murdered the 
very people that he sent to save them from their rebellion, the prophets. They 
didn’t listen then, says Stephen, and you aren’t listening now.   
 

 
Our first Hymn reminds us that we can trust in every promise. 

 

Hymn  
 

From the breaking of the dawn 
Stuart Townend 

 
https://youtu.be/3l8RVhxndYg 



Thanksgiving and confession  
 

Loving God 
With grateful hearts we come to praise you 

for your love which surrounds us 
for all the blessings of our lives 

for the wonder of our world 
and for the hope of our faith in Christ 

 
But in sorrow and shame we come before you 

to confess that we have not loved you 
or one another as we should 

we have failed to appreciate your many gifts 
and have taken for granted the good things we have 

  
We praise you for all that you have done through Christ, 

help us to glimpse your glory through him 
to hear his voice through this service  

and to see more clearly where we can serve him 
in the needs of our world. 

 
As we reach out to you 
reach out to us we pray 

and fill every moment of every day 
with the light of your love 

and the peace of your presence 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 

May our loving God who makes all things new, 
fill us now with new faith, 

new commitment, new purpose and new life, 
through the power of the risen Christ. Amen 

 
 



Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen indeed Alleluia. 

 
 

Collect for the 5th Sunday of Easter 
 

Risen Christ 
your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life; 
give us compassion and courage  

to risk ourselves for those we serve 
to the glory of God, the Father. 

 

 
First Lesson 

 
Acts 7; 55-end 

 
The Stoning of Stephen 

54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at 
Stephen. 55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against 
him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When 
he had said this, he died.  
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 
O for a thousand tongues to sing 

https://youtu.be/X-dEfvz6Vms 
 
 

 

Gospel Reading 
 
 

John 14; 1-14 
 

In my Father’s House 
 

1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.’ 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 
8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the 
Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 



Reflection 
Every day we rely on a promise. It’s a very simple one, written on a piece of 
coloured polymer. It’s been in existence for more than three hundred years, 
handwritten or printed onto special paper for much of its existence. I don’t 
suppose anyone really thinks about it. But if we did, we’d be very worried about 
it being a pie crust promise, because our lives depend upon it being kept.  In fact, 
almost everything that happens in the world is underpinned by the strength of 
that promise, in some way or another. 
It is of course the promise made by the Bank of England [and other national 
banks] to pay the bearer on demand the sum of… 
We absolutely rely on those pieces of polymer to be valid when we go into a shop 
to buy something – and although we are moving steadily to a cashless society 
there is still a sense that our money is safely held in that promise. But most of us 
don’t ever give it a thought.  
Just like we rarely give much thought to the promises of God. Or rather, we tend 
to think that in the end everything, somehow, will be OK.  We sort of know that 
Jesus taught us to call God, Father, well Dad really. We know stories like the Good 
Samaritan – be kind to your neighbour who may be a stranger; the Prodigal Son 
– if you turn around to face God, he’ll come running to meet you more than 
halfway;  Zacchaeus, the cheating taxman up the tree – if you apologise and live 
a good life God will accept you.  
But lots of those stories seem to imply that we can do something to get God on 
side – if we are good and do the right thing, then we can feel that God is going to 
support us. We can earn his favour.  
The shocking thing about the Bible reading today is that Jesus doesn’t say; if you 
do this and you do that you’ll get to heaven. You can work your way into God’s 
good book if only you… He says, only believe. Believe in God and believe also in 
me – and you’ll find that in my Father’s house there is room for all. Well God 
obviously knows if we really believe – but it does seem a bit strange – just believe 
and we’re in. But then we get to the nub of the whole passage; Jesus says those 
who truly believe will do the work I do, in fact will do even more – because I am 
going to the Father. Basically, Jesus is saying it’s not about doing stuff to find 
favour with God – He loves you anyway – but when you really believe in him you 
do things you never dreamed of. You’ll use all the gifts God has given you to tell 
his story and you’ll find yourself living a new life – where the priorities change. 



But the real clue is that you suddenly find yourself checking up on what you’re 
doing – finding that there’s a niggling question about life, about giving to charity, 
about sharing your good fortune, helping others in their bad fortune 
But the best thing is that Jesus, having been one of us, knows just how hard it is 
for people to live that life all the time. We slip and slide, climb up and fall back, 
miss the point, become absorbed in all sorts of things that feel important at the 
time. We just lose ourselves. Jesus surrounded himself with people just like us. 
People who got things wrong, misunderstood, wanted more than others, 
couldn’t understand where he was coming from, liked the security of their own 
imagination, even denied he was their friend. The disciples weren’t any different 
from the rest of us. But they did amazing things. They let the Holy Spirit lead them 
into all sorts of adventures – but God never pushed them beyond their 
capabilities – he just gave them confidence in the skills they had, confidence to 
tell his story to their generation and allow him to take it from there. And they 
believed in his promise – that in his house there is room for everyone, and that 
knowing Jesus is the way in.  
God’s been working with human beings for thousands of years, through people 
like you and me, and he can work with us now – if we only believe that he will 
and that, with him, we can.  

 
Footnote 

 
Mark 9; 23-25, 27 

A man brought his son to Jesus for healing 
Jesus said to him “If you believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” 

Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, 
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!’ 

When Jesus says that people came running together he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You, spirit,  that keeps this boy from hearing and speaking, I 

command you come out of him and never enter him again!” 
And Jesus took the child by the hand and lifted him up. 

  

 
 



An Eastertide Creed 
 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God 

but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave 

he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death 

Even death on the cross.  
Therefore, God has raised him on high, 

And given him the name above every name; 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 
And every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord 

To the glory of God, the Father. Amen.  
[cf Philippians 2; 6-11] 

 

 
 
 
 

Hymn 
O God you search me and you know me  

https://youtu.be/mEGc3_D19Vo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Intercessions 

Seeing with God’s eyes 
 

Living God, all knowing, all powerful, all seeing; 
ever-active, ever present in our world 

help us to capture something of your wonder, 
to glimpse something of your greatness, 

to see that our small horizons are not the last words 
Living God teach us to see with your eyes. 

 
Enable us to see life from our perspective, 

with all its opportunities 
potential 
goodness 

and beauty 
Living God teach us to see with your eyes. 

 
 

Show us that where we see no future 
your promise continues 

where we see only obstacles  
you have planned the way through 
where we see only our limitations 

you see opportunities 
where we see despair 

you see hope 
where we see division 

you work forwards reconciliation 
and where we see sorrow 

you are longing to bring joy. 
Living God teach us to see with your eyes. 

 
 



 
Give us the courage to dream dreams 

to have a vision of the future, 
for ourselves  
our church 

and all the world. 
Living God teach us to see with your eyes. 

 
Give us the faith to see life in a new light 

a different way 
and from a wider perspective 

and give us the determination not just to dream 
but to work towards the fulfilment of our vision 

working for your kingdom here on earth. 
Living God teach us to see with your eyes 

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

Gracious God, Father of all mercies,  
We bring before you all that are in need at this time, you understand the fears 
that beset us; the anxieties that fill our dreams; the worries that we face day to 
day. Help us to pray for all those around us who are also suffering,  
we remember especially 
Alex, Anne & Geoff, Catherine, Derek & Val, Eileen, Frances, Harriet, Jacky,  
Matthew and Lucy, Michelle, Peter,  
Val Adams, Jake Agnew, Elizabeth Bailey & family; Ken Baker, Peter Black, Robert 
Bloomfield, Nonnie Bridge, Doreen Clarke, David Kloose [Close], Guy Coxeter, 
Jimmy Cromar, Beryl Dabson, Peter Dickinson, Barry Dowsett, Jean Foster, Tom 
& Kylie Freeman & Family, Doreen Gilbert, Gillian Grafham, Eddie Gordon, 
Richard Green, Kaye Head, Kath House, Stephen Johnson, Hayden Keeling, Colin 
Lister,  
Rene M, Claire and Andrew MacLeod, Rhys Maples, David McNeill, Carole Noble, 
Harriet Pearson, Cecilia Phelps, Dave Phillips, Robert Price, Doug Watson, and the 
family and friends of the late Neil Gretton, Lynette Hansell, Joe Dalzell, John Bugg, 
Jim Melhuish and Noah. 



 

And we pray that those who have lost their loved ones and were unable to be 
with them in their final hours rest in the knowledge that You were there to gather 
them into Your loving arms and guide them into your house safe in the knowledge 
that one day they will be together again.  
Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 

We bring our prayers to an end with the words Jesus has taught us 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Be kind to your little children Lord. Be a gentle teacher, patient with our weakness 
and stupidity. And give us the strength and discernment to do what you tell us 
and so grow in your likeness. May we all live in that peace that comes from you. 
Night and day, may we give you praise and thanks, because you have shown us 
that all things come from you and all blessings are gifts from you. To you the 
essence of wisdom, the foundation of truth, be glory evermore. Amen 
Clement of Alexandria c. 150-c215  

 
 
 

 



Farewell  
Lord Jesus Christ 

You are the peace of all things calm 

You are the place to hide from harm 

You are the light that shines in dark 

You are the heart's eternal spark 

You are the door that's open wide 

You are the guest who waits inside 

You are the stranger at the door 

You are the calling of the poor 

You are my Lord and with me still 
You are my love, keep me from ill 

You are the light, the truth, the way 

You are my Saviour this very day. 
Amen 

 
 

Closing hymn 
 

Great is thy faithfulness 
https://youtu.be/dTKIqmdfHSk 

 
 
 

The Lord bless us and keep us 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us 

The Lord give us his strength, his joy and his peace  
and support and sustain all those we love and pray for  

This day and evermore. Amen 
 
 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen indeed Alleluia. 

 


