
What struck you most forcibly about the Queen’s address to the nation last night? 
Was it the picture of her Father on the desk, or the ATC hat on the other side? Or 
was it the words, so thoughtful, such balm on troubled hearts and minds?  For 
me it was the reminder of the love that has been shown by so many people to 
their neighbours in these recent weeks and to the VE generation who set such an 
example of self-sacrifice in their time.  And more than that, the thought that the 
generation that lived and died in the War Years would respect and admire us 
today for what we are doing, appreciating the world around us and the people 
who simply serve us often without our noticing and thanking them.  So today’s 
prayer follows a poem of thanks. 

 

Thank you 

I’d like to say a thank you 
To the people in the street, 

So many that I recognise  
But don’t have time to greet 

The man who drives the post van 
The lads who cleans the cars 
The teenagers all dreaming 

Of their stairway to the stars 
 

There’s got to be a thank you 
To the mum who bustle’s by 

And to the baby in her pushchair 
With her laugh, and then her cry 

And there’s a special thanks to people 
Who always make me smile 

And who start a conversation 
That makes me stay awhile 

 
I’d like to say a thank you 
To the toddler in a mess 

And to the girl, to my confusion, 
Wearing with her jeans – a dress 



And thanks to those young officers 
Of land and sea and air 

Who go on fighting for us 
Though we might not seem to care 

 
A thanks to all those people 

Who serve us day by day 
Dealing with the problems 

That never go away 
Those in fire-engines,  
And in amblances too 

Our doctors and our teachers  
And the stalwart life-boat crew 

 
A thanks to all those people 
Whose lives are on the line 

As they care for Covid patients, 
Could be your family or mine 

And worried for their loved ones 
still serve us to the end 

for they will care for anyone 
each person, loved, a friend 

 
I’d like to say a thank you 

I’d really like to say 
A thanks to someone somewhere 
Yes, thanks for giving me to-day 

For the sights and sounds around me 
For the friends I’ve got to know 

For the love – which just astounds me 
That so many people show 

Not just to friends and family 
Not just to those they know 

But to people in distant tragedy 
They let their blessings flow. 



 
I’d like to say this thank you 

For all the gifts we share 
For the time we spend together 

For the folks who show they care 
I’d like to say this thank you 
To someone, but to who? 
I like to say this thank you 

 to God, and to all of you. vmw 
 

 
 
Prayer 
Lord of life, we thank you for the gifts you have given us, the things we can do 
well and enjoy doing, the things that bring happiness to us and contribute to the 
happiness of those around us. 
But most especially we give you thanks for the gifts of those who use their gifts 
and talents for the benefit of humanity, in enhancing our enjoyment of life, in 
teaching us to value life and in saving life through their knowledge and skills. 
There are so many people who give so much of their lives to support and 
encourage us. Help us to show our gratitude and respect and support them. And 
help us to develop the gifts you have given us to the benefit of others. Amen 
 
 
 


