
Peace be unto your house and all who dwell in it 
Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed Alleluia 
 

Introduction 
Let me hear what the Lord will say, 

For He will speak peace to his people 
Psalm 85; 8  

 
Stop, Look, Listen! 

Is good advice for someone about to cross a busy road 
It’s even better advice for someone who wants to cross  

the threshold into the presence of God 
From Quiet moments by Tom Wright 

 
How’s your lockdown? Have you been busily tidying cupboards, sorting books, 
spring-cleaning? And while you work do you have the radio on, music, a talking 
book?  Or do you indulge in long phone calls. 
My favourite is talking books I’m working my way through audio book after 
audio book as I do chores. [Although Steve would probably say he thought my 
favourite was phoning a friend]. In this enforced quiet it’s good to hear other 
voices, be enlivened by a piece of music, or a conversation with someone who 
has a different experience of the situation. 
 
So although the lockdown is giving us plenty of opportunities to be quiet and 
listen to God it’s also driving us to search for company, for the sounds that 
accompanied those ordinary day to day lives before the Covid 19.  
 
But today’s theme, based on the readings for the 4th Sunday of Easter is about 
listening to Jesus .  
 

Hymn 
I heard the voice of Jesus say 

 
https://youtu.be/XUVCpF8-VuE 



Thanksgiving and confession 
 

Living God 
We thank you for our wonderful world 

full of so many wonderful sounds – 
the sound of children laughing 

babies crying, and people talking, 
the sounds of birds singing in the trees 

or and orchestra playing, 
the sound of wind blowing in the trees 

and waves on the seashore 
the sounds of everyday life 
and the sound of silence. 

Lord of all – teach us to listen  
 
 

In all kinds of ways you speak to us, 
but so often we fail to listen to what you are saying 

we come to you in prayer  
but we do not wait to hear your answer. 
We give ear to the multitude of voices 

clamouring for our attention 
but we do not hear the still, small voice within. 

Lord of all – teach us to listen  
 

Forgive us that we close our minds  
to what we don’t want to hear 

or that sometimes we are too busy to hear 
or that we hear only with our ears and not our souls 

Lord of all – teach us to listen  
 

Living God  
We thank you for speaking to us 

Teach us to listen, in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 



May the God of love  
bring us back to himself,  

forgive us our sins 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed Alleluia 
  
 

Collect for the 4th Sunday of Easter 
Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep 

teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command 

that all your people may be gathered in to one flock 
to the Glory of God the Father  

 

First Lesson 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together 
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

Hymn 
As the deer 

https://youtu.be/peZudXt9faU 
  



 

Gospel reading  
 

John 10:1-10 

Jesus the Good Shepherd 

1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate 
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come 
in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

 
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 

Sheep have a pretty poor image. They are seen as creatures who are in a 
perpetual game of follow-my-leader, at the mercy of the sheepdog, to be 
rounded up and penned, fleeced and marketed. When I was studying for 
ordination I had a tutor who roundly rejected the image of we Christians as 
sheep. He was absolutely convinced of his intellectual abilities and he maintained 
that he could never blindly follow anyone or anything. When I heard a 
businessman describe his investors and his customer as sheep for the fleecing I 
could see where my tutor was coming from. 
But the sheep that Jesus is talking about are nothing like the quietly gazing 
animals in the picture. His sheep were independently minded and apt to make 
detours to find better grazing or water if the shepherd wasn’t leading them to 
the right pastures or streams. And the shepherds did lead their sheep. The sheep 
knew the sound of the shepherd’s voice and trusted him to do his job properly. 
There was an element of co-operation between the two.  The shepherd 
protected the sheep, defended them against predators. The sheep responded by 
following him from grazing to grazing, from pool to pool.  At night the shepherd 
would lead them into one of the walled pens, or sheep folds, up on the hillsides. 
These were structures of stone, sturdily built to keep the sheep together, keep 
them from wandering off into the path of a wolf or lion. But there was no gate or 
door on these sheep folds. The shepherd would lie in the entrance, a gap in the 
circular wall, and none of his sheep could get out unless they climbed over his 
body. So, the shepherd was the ‘gate’ of the sheepfold. 
 
Using this example from what was everyday life for his listeners Jesus was making 
an important point. He was the gate – but he not only protected his sheep with 
his own body, he was also the gateway to God.  
Jesus opened the door to a new relationship with God – an understanding that 
God is our Father and loves us, that he wants us to live life to the full.  Everything 
that Jesus taught about justice and responsibility, about faith and love, reveals to 
us the mind of God, his will for his people. And his will is that we should turn to 
him in love and trust to receive the blessing of his strength and support and his 
love.  



If we were to study the attitudes of people to the divine in the years before Jesus, 
we would find the strongest element was fear, fear of the power and retribution 
of the gods. That fear has been carried forward right up to today by many 
different people and can even break through into our own lives at times. But it is 
clear from what Jesus says that God is love, he wants only the best for his world 
and works with us to achieve that.  Perhaps the clearest expression of our 
relationship with God is described in the parable of the Prodigal Son, who having 
squandered his inheritance comes home to find his father running to meet him, 
feet pounding on the path, arms open, crying to his servants to prepare a feast 
and to welcome the prodigal home where he could have life and have it more 
abundantly.  Jesus is the way to the Father and the way to life in all its abundance. 
But we only know that and what it means for us if we listen to his voice, in the 
Gospels and in the silence of our hearts where we can make room for him to 
speak with us  
 

Hymn 
Make me a channel of your peace 

 
https://youtu.be/2svZhZT6Pro 

 

Intercessions  
 Jesus, you taught us of the Father’s love, and explained that we can bring 
anything to him in in prayer, that conversation between Father and Child. Today 
we bring to you all the people who, in many different ways, spend their lives in 
the service of others. These past weeks have shown us how much we depend 
on others for our safety, our food, our health and our happiness. Lord, protect 
and support all those who are risking their lives caring for patients with Covid 
19.  So many different groups of people have taken part in the campaign against 
the virus. All the men and women in the services which we take for granted. 
Help us to acknowledge the importance of all these key workers in our lives and 
to respond to them with warmth and care in return.  
 
Father, we pray for those elected to Government and appointed to positions of 
leadership. Help us to accept that they too are only human, they need to listen 
to a vast array of conflicting advice and choose a path to protect and defend us. 



They are constantly expected to know and understand more than the experts 
and are under the scrutiny of those who have the comfort of being able to 
criticise knowing that they will never be asked to produce a solution. Support 
and strengthen our Government to be able to resist the baying of the media 
and the opinions of those who have political or financial interests affecting their 
comments and encourage them to stand faithfully by you to meet the needs of 
all your people.  
 
Holy Spirit, through you pours the healing balm of God’s love. We pray that you 
will fill the hearts of all who are suffering with the peace and power of that love. 
We remember especially at this time those who are ill and those who have lost 
loved ones at this time. 
Alex, Anne & Geoff, Catherine, Derek & Val, Eileen, Frances, Harriet, Jacky,  
Matthew and Lucy, Michelle, Peter,  
Val Adams, Jake Agnew, Elizabeth Bailey & family; Ken Baker, Peter Black, 
Robert Bloomfield, Nonnie Bridge, Doreen Clarke, David Kloose [Close], Guy 
Coxeter, Jimmy Cromar 
Beryl Dabson, Peter Dickinson, Barry Dowsett, Jean Foster, Tom & Kylie 
Freeman & Family, Doreen Gilbert, Gillian Grafham, Eddie Gordon, Richard 
Green, Kaye Head, Kath House, Stephen Johnson, Hayden Keeling, Colin Lister,  
Rene M, Claire and Andrew MacLeod, Rhys Maples, David McNeill, Jim 
Melhuish, Carole Noble, Harriet Pearson, Cecilia Phelps, Dave Phillips, Robert 
Price, Doug Watson, and the family and friends of Neil Gretton, Lynette Hansell 
and Joe Dalzell 
 
Inspire and encourage all those who are working towards treatments and 
vaccines for the Corona virus and help us all to be steadfast in our observation 
of rules designed to save lives. 

 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Hold us in your threefold care 
Bless us with understanding 
Strengthen our compassion 
Support our steadfast faith  

Amen 



We pray in confidence the prayer Jesus taught us 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Now from here Oh God 
We journey on our way 

What need we fear  
When you are near 

O king of night and day 
More safe are we within your hand 

than if a host did round us stand 
Our lives we yield to your command 

And bow to your control 
In peaceful calm, for from your arm 

No power can snatch our soul 
Could earthly foes ever appal 

A soul that heeds the heavenly call 
Attributed to St Columba -6th C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Farewell 
 

Lord Jesus Christ 
You are the peace of all things calm 
You are the place to hide from harm 
You are the light that shines in dark 

You are the heart's eternal spark 
You are the door that's open wide 
You are the guest who waits inside 

You are the stranger at the door 
You are the calling of the poor 

You are my Lord and with me still 
You are my love, keep me from ill 

You are the light, the truth, the way 
You are my Saviour this very day.  

Amen 
 
 

Closing hymn 

The king of love my shepherd is 

https://youtu.be/YcCwUF0s_-Y 

 

The Lord bless us and keep us 

The Lord make his face to shine upon us 

The Lord. give us his strength, his joy and his peace 

And support and sustain all those we love and pray for 

This day and evermore. Amen 

 
Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed Alleluia 


