
 
 

Maundy Thursday; The Bible Story 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet from the Gospel of St John Chapter 13 

 During supper Jesus, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?’  Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand.’  Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to 
him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’  Jesus said to him, 
‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’  For he knew who was to betray 
him; for this reason, he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 
 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For 
I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  Very 
truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed 
if you do them. 



St Matthew tells us more of this evening in the 22nd chapter of his Gospel 

Jesus foretells his betrayal  
 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.  And 
while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you 
don’t mean me, Lord?” 
 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 
betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to 
that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not 
been born.”  Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t 
mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, “You have said so.”  

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Then, when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

  


