
Holy Week is ended - and what a different one it has been, hasn't it? The 
services on TV were lovely though and gave some joy at this incredibly difficult 
time. 

 But now for the thought for the day which I hope will give us all something to 
ponder. Last week, Vera talked about the events of Holy Week and last Tuesday 
she mentioned Judas Iscariot. 

We know little about him. He was perhaps one of those who wanted Jesus to 
lead a revolt against the Romans and was therefore frustrated when Jesus 
turned out to be not that sort of messiah. We know he moaned at the expense 
of the perfume poured over Jesus - he was after all the treasurer (interestingly, 
when the church was founded in Jerusalem the first person they appointed was 
the treasurer!). We know he identified Jesus in Gethsemane. Matthew says he 
went and hanged himself in remorse having thrown back the 30 pieces of silver 
- but Acts says he bought a field but then "fell headlong, his body burst open 
and all his intestines spilled out". 

So, we all probably know the story well, but I want to share with you a poem 
called "The Judas Tree" by D.Ruth Etchells. 

In hell there grew a Judas Tree where Judas hanged and died 

Because he could not bear to see his master crucified 

Our Lord descended into hell and found his Judas there 

Forever hanging on the tree grown from his own despair 

So Jesus cut his Judas down and took him in his arms 

"It was for this I came" he said "and not to do you harm. 

My Father gave me 12 good men and all of them I kept 

Though one betrayed and one denied, some fled and others slept. 

In 3 days' time I must return to make the others glad 

But first I had to come to hell and share the death you had 

My tree will grow in place of yours, its roots lie here as well 

There is no final victory without the soul from hell" 

So when we all condemned him as of every traitor worst 

Remember that of all his men Our Lord forgave him first. 



So, what do we make of that? Or of Bob Dylan's famous song - "Did Judas 
Iscariot have God on his side"? 

Revd. Richard Coles who we often see on TV, trained as a priest at Mirfield in 
West Yorkshire. In the church there, he says, is a Romanian icon of Anastasis 
which shows Jesus harrowing hell - the episode between his death and 
resurrection(we say in the Apostles Creed ("he descended into hell") when he 
tramples down the gates of hell, reaches out into the it, grabs Adam and Eve 
and everyone else and yanks them into the light of salvation. Do we think He 
yanked Judas as well? It gives hope for us all. 

No one is excluded from the love of God - Romans 8 says "nothing can separate 
us from the love of God" and in 1 Corinthians 15 it says "As in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall ALL be made alive" 

Perhaps we should revisit the story of Judas and reflect on God's forgiveness 
and the amazing love that God has for us all especially after the joy of the 
resurrection of Christ. 

Keep safe over the next few weeks and may God be with you till we meet again. 

Jeff 

 
Prayer  
 
To the one whose goodness is without equal, 
whose love is beyond comparison, 
whose mercy is beyond understanding 
whose forgiveness is never ending 
and whose power is beyond words, 
be praise and glory, 
worship and thanksgiving,  
now and always. Amen 
  


