
Maundy Thursday, 9th April 2020 

Thought for the day. 

Maundy Thursday as we know it in the UK, originated in the reign of Edward I.  The word 
Maundy, comes from an Old French word “ Mandé ”  which itself comes from the Latin word  
“ mandatum”  that means mandate and is the first word of the phrase from John 13: 34 “ A 
new commandment I give unto you.” Following his act of washing the feet of the disciples. 

The custom of the Maundy Money arose from the monarch, before entering the church on 
the Thursday of Holy Week to celebrate mass, would give gifts and money to the poor and 
wash their feet.  This form lasted till 1699, when a senior official was deputised to perform the 
act and the act of the foot washing did not survive the 18th century.  
However in 1932 King George V reinstated the giving of Maundy 
Purses, recipients of which were once chosen for their poverty and 
were entitled to remain as Maundy recipients for life; today new 
recipients are chosen every year for service to their churches or 
communities, on the recommendation of clergymen of various 
Christian denominations. Generally, recipients live in 
the diocese where the service is held. 

 

The above UK history is all very interesting, but it has obscured the 
fact that this day is all about Christ showing his disciples that they 
needed to follow his example and be a servant to all peoples.  Upon 
entering a house, the host would arrange for a servant to provide a 
bowl with water to guests so as to wash off the dust of the street.  
For the host to do this personally was a significant act of humility.   

If He, as their Master, could perform such a task, normally left to servants, they, in turn, should 
follow his example and be like servants to followers of Jesus. To, guide and teach God’s word, 
the new commandment, by being a living example.   

That new commandment is still ours today – if we love him. 

The following Prayer may help to focus on our servitude: 

Let me be your servant, 

Let me be as Christ to you. 

Pray that I may have the grace to 

Let you be my servant, too. 



 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 

And companions on the road, 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 

In the night-time of your fear 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

I will weep when you are weeping; 

When you laugh I’ll laugh with you, 

I will share your joy and sorrow, 

Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

 

When we sing to God in Heaven 

We shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we’ve known together 

Of Christ’s love and agony. 

 

Let me be your servant,  

let me be as Christ to you, 

Pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant, too.          Amen 

 

Lastly, I hope this music by Thomas Tallis will put your mind and spirit at ease to face the 
coming days. 

https://youtu.be/8_FoTrWYk38  


