
So, we are into Holy Week. Most will be well aware of the events of the last 
week of Jesus' life - the entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, leading up to the 
Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, the crucifixion on Good Friday and the 
resurrection on Easter Day. 

It does seem a bit strange though, doesn't it? To be remembering and 
celebrating these momentous events in splendid isolation. Some of us are really 
struggling. As Bishop Stephen said on Songs of Praise on the 29th March, it 
seems odd not to be in church. He also said that we may wake up to a 
completely different church when the current crisis ends. 

But the idea of being alone and helpless is something many of us are 
experiencing at the moment. If we think about Maundy Thursday and the foot 
washing that takes place in many churches and ask ourselves when are we 
washed by someone else? 

When we were a baby obviously (in my case in front of a coal fire in a little tin 
bath!) and when we've been ill in hospital and washed by a nurse. There can be 
something a bit strange about being helpless and washed by someone else, 
can't there? 

Certainly, Peter at the Last Supper, couldn't understand why Jesus Acted as a 
servant and wanted to wash Peter's feet. But "He came to serve and not be 
served". 

And at this present time, isn't that what we are all trying to do - to serve others 
with love just as Jesus did - shopping for our friends and neighbours, phoning to 
see if they're OK? 

Holy Week is a series of highs and lows - the excitement of Palm Sunday, a meal 
with friends on Thursday, and then the pain and suffering of Good Friday 
leading to the high of Easter. 

It's a bit like our lives really - the highs and lows. For those of us who know 
anyone who has died of coronavirus, please pray for their families. It can be a 
devastating time. But by Easter Day we remember the joy of the disciples "He is 
Risen". 

 
 
 



Prayer  
 
"Lord, teach us to be generous 
Teach us to serve you as you ... deserve 
To give and not to count the cost... 
To labour and not to ask for reward 
except to know that we are doing Your will" 

based on the prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola, co-founder of the Jesuits, 1491-
1556 

PS These are incredibly high ideals - but we keep trying as best we can. 

 
 


