
Prayer for the Day, Judas, Holy Week 2020, Tuesday 07 April 
So much hinges on the story of the anointing of Jesus that we heard yesterday.  
It recalled the anointing of King in Israel’s history and it was also the beginning 
of the end as far as Judas was concerned. 
Judas was angry with Mary for anointing Jesus, he said the money could have 
been better used to feed the poor. John’s gospel explains; “he said this not 
because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief, he kept the 
common purse and used to steal from it.” Matthew, in his Gospel adds, “Then 
one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said ‘what 
will you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid him 30 pieces of silver. And 
from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 
The Gospels are clear that Judas betrays Jesus and equally clear that in a fit of 
remorse he commits suicide after the crucifixion.  It is easy to imagine a greedy 
man, dipping into the money they had been given by their supporters – money 
that should have been distributed to the poor.  But did Judas have another 
motive – 
 
Judas-- the Holy Week Diaries  
At last he has started to behave like a King. It was unbelievable.  Such planning, 
such mastery of the crowd – he played them like a musician.  I can really believe 
now that he will be the King.  The crowd went wild, throwing their cloaks on the 
ground, grabbing palm branches and waving them, crying as they shouted – 
Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the 
highest.  It is all coming true – all of it.  We shall have a king again.  We shan’t 
have to eat the dirt the Romans kick in our faces ever again.   
I was beginning to worry. When that woman poured perfume over him – 
behaving like a prize tart – and the he talked about her preparing him for his 
death and burial I thought He’d lost it again. It’s one thing to warn the troops 
that they have a hard fight ahead, but that sort of defeatist language is no good 
at all. 
He’s spoken about the Kingdom often enough, but he doesn’t really seem to 
have a grasp of what Kingship was all about.  He needs me to help him to 
manage his image. I mean, to an extent I can understand the spin – appealing to 
the poor and underprivileged.  It has given him a sound base in the popular 
constituency.  Feeding the five thousand was a master-stroke – that must have 
taken such careful planning – a sound logistical experiment in organising 
provisions for our future army. 
 Until then, to be honest, I had my doubts about him, whether he was 
serious about his Kingship.  But it was then I realised that he was getting ready 



for the strike for power.  It would have been problematic at that time – with no 
network in place.  Since then I’ve been planning.  A good deputy commander 
has to be proactive – anticipate requirements.   With my family contacts we can 
have all the necessary arms and men concealed around the city.   He seems to 
be assessing the situation.   He has sent men ahead into Jerusalem to spy out 
the lie of the land and to make arrangements for his next visit, for the Passover. 
That must be when he will make his move.   
With the financial power I’ve got I’ve been able to oil a few wheels, make sure 
that my name is known in the higher echelons of the Temple, building up the 
network that he will need when he takes over.    
 But now he will have to start paying attention to the politicians.  It’s all 
well and good playing to the crowds – like he did in Jericho – speaking kindly to 
that blind beggar who called him the Son of David.  It may be sound practice to 
get people thinking in terms of the rightful heir, but a King has to be aloof, 
distant, and know where to look for serious support.   
 Yesterday was a key day in the campaign.  The signs were crystal clear – 
those Priests on the rooftops they must have been able to read the symbolism – 
Him riding into the capital Jerusalem on that donkey – why, it was straight out 
of the Book of Kings. He was the King, riding in to take his rightful place just as 
his ancestor David had done.  The crowds all understood – they shouted 
themselves hoarse, tore branches from the trees, threw their cloaks under the 
hooves just like the crowds had done for King David, - yes it was unmistakable, 
he was challenging the status quo. He is going to be King – and I shall have such 
power as his chancellor. 
All I need to do is force his hand – making him face the Priests and the Pharisees 
down as they come to challenge him. And I’ve primed others to be ready to rise 
up in his defence. I’m sure the other 11 will come good. I have a plan and it will 
work. I know it will! 

 So, was Judas simply a crook? Or was 
his real obsession freedom from the 
Roman Yoke, the establishment of a 
new Kingdom ruled by the Son of 
David? Did he suddenly realised the 
true identity of the man Jesus only 
after he had betrayed him? 
 Had he cast Jesus in the role of King – 
the King he desperately wanted to 
free Judea from the Roman yoke.  
 
 



Had he made Jesus into the man he 
wanted rather than seeing him for the man he was.   
Throughout history human beings have made their gods in our own image, 
making him vengeful, angry, bitter, judgemental even jealous, blaming him for 
the ills of the world that we ourselves have caused.  Accusing him also of 
partiality and vengefulness.  Jesus reveals to us the one true God, 
compassionate, caring, longing for injustice to cease, partial yes but only to 
those who really need help - the underdog, critical of those that can but refuse 
to help their fellow man, yet still loving them and saddened by their loss of a 
truly good life.  Yet He is still much misunderstood – just as Judas 
misunderstood him then. 
 
 
 
Prayers 
 
Living God,  
we praise you for your love shown to us in Jesus 
Your love that goes on seeking us out,  
caring, guiding, protecting, forgiving,  
despite our lack of love and our failure to live as Jesus disciples  
Help us to love 
 
Living God, 
help us to live more truly as your people 
give us all as sense of responsibility towards others, 
the sick, the lonely, the sorrowful,  
the desperate, the anxious and the isolated 
the hungry, the poor, the homeless,  
Help us to love  
 
Living God 
Help us all to regain our sense of thankfulness  
For all you have given us 
for family and friends 
the structures of society which protect us 
the dedication of all those who risk all they have to help us 
the beauty of your creation which lightens our lives 
Help us to love 
 



Incline us O God to think humbly of ourselves 
to be saved only in the examination of our own conduct 
to consider our fellow creatures with kindness 
and to judge all they say and do  
with the charity which we would desire from them ourselves 
 Amen 
 
 
Prayers from prayers for all seasons by Nick Fawcett  
And the last from Jane Austen (1775-1817), 
 
 
Hymn with YouTube Link 
 
https://youtu.be/4M-zwE33zHA 
 
Thank you  Don and Ro’s for sharing one of your favourite hymns 
 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow  
 
 
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus 
He came to love, heal and forgive 
He lived and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove 
My Saviour lives 
Chorus 
 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living 
Just because He lives 
 
How sweet to hold a new-born baby 
And feel the pride and joy (s)he brings 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain days 
Because He lives 
Chorus 



 
And then one day I'll cross the river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then as death gives way to vict'ry 
I'll see the lights of glory 
And I'll know He lives 
Chorus 
 
 
CCLI Song # 16880 
Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither 
© 1971 Hanna Street Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
Note: Reproduction of this sheet music requires a CCLI Music Reproduction Licence.  Please report all copies. 
CCLI Licence No. 1299754 

 


